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Dear members and friends,

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

You may be thinking that a photo of
our bridge is not the most exciting
thing to put on the cover of The
Tablet, but you’d be wrong! Take a
good look at it, because this is the last
time you will see that flaking
paintwork and tired, rotten old
sleepers.

Time to put ink to paper to bring
everyone up to date.

At last, funding for the bridge has
been provided and work will soon be
under way to carry out the last of the
repairs so that the bridge can be re
opened – read more about it in
Denyse’s report later.
This is brilliant news and thanks need
to be given to all those involved in the
long saga of the bridge repair,
especially Denyse, who has worked
long hours on this (often, with not
much appreciation from the rest of
us!) I’m sure he’s looking forward to
the day when I’m no longer able to
pester him with the question; “What’s
happening with the bridge Den?”
Adam
Contact Details
Waitara Railway Preservation Society
Inc.
PO Box 104
WAITARA 4346
Email: wrps.charters@yahoo.co.nz

Update on the bridge
• Thanks to the TSB Community
Trust we have been granted
funding to re-sleeper bridge # 2
& anciliary works.
• This has taken 7 years to get
funding & we are very grateful
for this assistance.
• While
waiting
for
the
scaffolders to do their thing
other preparation work has
started.
• Buckthought Engineering at
Inglewood are the contractors
& at present are manufacturing
the clamping angles & getting
them galvanised.

Newsletter items / comments only to:
Jenkins5279@googlemail.com
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• The bulk order for the bolts has
been delivered
• Galvanised steel for the creep
straps has been delivered.
• Value Timber at Inglewood
have milled the 200x200 pine
sleepers & were due to go into
the treatment plant
• Galvanised primer has been
purchased from Guthrey
Bowrons in Waitara & picked
up.
• Augers & timber from ITM in
Waitara for building the sleeper
drilling jigs is now being used to
manufacture these items
• Drawings for component
manufacture are with the
suppliers of these materials.
• Sleeper spacing jigs are made
• Induction & safety briefing
booklets have been prepared
for the contractors, & these
also contain the rural #s for
emergency site location.
• The local farmers are very
helpful in allowing access into
the site from their property’s
each side of the bridge. Thanks
guys.

• Mike, Dave, Noel & Denyse
have prepared the rails &
guards rails ready for removal
off the structure. The sleepers
are so rotten the dog spikes
pulled out by hand.
TET Funding
• We have been granted funding
for sleepers & ballast for the
section between Wairara & The
town side of Waitara Road
• Once again this help is
appreciated.
• Going to be a busy winter!
• These materials are going to
virtually finish the once
problem areas in this section.
• With all the great growth in the
trees etc it is looking good in
that area, thanks to Vance
Hooper & John Mickelson.
Butterfly Garden
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• Christine Fowles a local resident
has taken upon herself to look
after this garden for us & it is a
credit to her endeavours.
• It is great to see families down
there with the young ones
enjoying the wonderment of
nature.
• Wedding parties, school
children; family portraits &
aspiring models use this area
for group photographs.
New Sidings at Waitara
• Mike has now got the points
working & spare rolling stock is
held down there to show that
our presence is still here.
• There is still work to complete
over winter, but it is pleasing to
see that site nice & tidy.
Running around the train

• At long last this a reality with
run around loops at both
Waitara & Waitara Road.
• Propelling is only now carried
out between Waitara Road &
the bridge in one direction only
until the bridge gets certified &
then look at re instating a loop
at Sentry Hill.
Ditch lights
• These have been fitted to Dsc
2584 & Tr 407 & kits for the two
Bagnal locomotives.
• These are working well &
definitely worth the expense of
fitting them
• Managed to get a bulk deal
which saved us quite a bit.
• Thanks to Auto Services,
Waitara.
Workshop tools
• Metal cutting shears & bending
gear has been purchased along
with a MIG welder & milling
machine allowing better
practices & procedures to be
put into place for the
restoration efforts.
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Buildings
• Paint has been purchased & the
work shop buildings have been
painted by Trevor with most of
the buildings at Waitara Road
now completed to a uniform
scheme.
Denyse Bettridge.
General Manager.

TR407 progress

The TR has now been started for the
first time in many years, but will
require more work yet before she can
move safely under her own power.

More work is needed on repairing and
painting the bodywork, but the team
is working hard – give ‘em a chance!
(Thanks to Jim Blyde for the above photo
and information)

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please email me on
jenkins5279@googlemail.com or ring
me on 06 752 3063 and I will remove
you from our mailing list.
Also, if you currently receive a paper
copy of the newsletter, but are able to
have it emailed to you, please let us
know so we can save the society’s time
and money on printing and postage.
Thank you

UK travels
Here’s a photo of the “Thumper” Diesel
Multiple Unit in use on the Dartmoor
Railway that I took on my last trip back
home:

Bill and Jim hard at work on the TR

Over the past few months, ditch lights
have been fitted, as well as a general
overhaul of the engine, electrical
system and running gear.
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Free to collect
And here’s the modern equivalent taken at
Worcester Foregate St station:

Epson multifunction printer &
scanner. Cannot load to
Windows 8.
Requires black ink and USB
cable.
The unit will be left at the
Waitara Road Station for pickup.
Contact Jim Blyde
wrps.charters@yahoo.co.nz

This is an email received at Christmas,
from Richard Gilbert, who receives our
newsletter over in Oz:
“Hello Adam,
Being the festive
season, I thought I would drop a word or
Two in for you and the wonderful railway
you all operate. As the visitors to your
railway on the Tramway Museums group
(COTMA)in 2010, we all have fond
memories of the great day we had riding
the train and the massive feast of
cakes and sandwiches served by your
excellent catering group.
I enjoy reading 'The Tablet' and please
keep sending it.
Best wishes to all the members of the
railway and may you proceed well in your
endeavours.
I am located at the Ballarat Tramway
Museum, and we all share and enjoy this
spirit of friendship between all the
railway/tramway groups.
Best regards
Richard Gilbert
Vice President
Ballarat Tramway Museum”

Down the line

Hi Folks. Well that's Christmas been and
gone and a lot has happened since the last
newsletter. As many of you are well
aware the society has had a couple of great
windfalls on the funding front. Thank you to
all involved, in particular, Keith Piper our
funding officer, and Denyse the menace, as
always lurking behind the scenes!
Firstly, the Taranaki Electricity Trust (TET)
has very generously granted the society
funds for track upgrading over the next year.
100 sleepers are already under order from
Value Timber as the first stage of the year's
improvements. If anyone out there is keen
on "experiencing" a fun day re-sleepering
with me, please don't be shy to make
contact so I can book you in for this
extraordinary event...a day not to be missed
or maybe never to be forgotten, judging by
one or two of my previous helpers!
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Any help is very much appreciated.
Further orders of sleepers and ballast will be
spread over the year, an excellent result yet
again from the TET.
Then a week later the TSB Community Trust
provided funds for the Waiongana River
bridge repairs. Great results all round for
the society. At the time of writing, we are
waiting for Cameron's Scaffolding to erect
the scaffolding and then it's all go with
Buckthought Engineering to carry out the
repairs to the bridge, society members
helping out as well.

A lot of preparation work has already been
carried out on the bridge by Denyse, Noel,
Adam, Dave and myself amongst others, not
to mention the work that has been ongoing
with the EA wagon, by Dave, Bill etc. This
wagon will be used to transport materials to
and from the bridge once it's all go.
All going well, trains will be running back to
Lepperton in the not too distant future.
Some re-sleepering is required in the Sentry
Hill area, along with some trackside
retaining required on the embankment just
over Te Arie Rd, but apart from that the line
is in pretty good nick, albeit a bit rusty due
to a lack of use.
The Strange St. retaining wall is nearly
completed, great progress was made on
Saturday 22nd March when 12 sleepers
were fitted, thanks to the help of Dave (Rat)
Leslie. Bloody hard going over the last
couple of years, be great to see the job
finally completed, the track all ready for releveling and ballasted!

The two sidings in the Waitara yard are now
in use with the points back in working order,
with wagons stored on both roads, thus
freeing up room at our Brixton yard for the
future service pit and workshop, ex. Dave's
bus shelter.
So things are on the up and up for the
WRPS, a great team effort by all...
Kind regards, and cheers

Mike Zeier

Editor wanted!
I’ve been editing this newsletter for over
six years now, and I thought it’s about time
someone else be given the opportunity to
have a go. Therefore I will be stepping
down as editor at this year’s AGM.
If you are interested in taking on the editor
role, you will need to put your name
forward and be nominated at the AGM.
More details on the process will follow
when the AGM paperwork is sent out. In
the meantime, feel free to contact me if you
want to know a bit more about the role.
Obviously, I will also be around to assist
whoever takes on the role whilst they settle
in.
I would just like to take the opportunity to
thank you all for your help, support and
contributions over the years.
Adam
WRPS Newsletter Editor
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E MAIL ADDRESSES
If you are wondering why the monthly
report has not been sent out & you have
not heard from me, scammers wiped my
computer & I lost all my E Mail contacts.
It would be appreciated if you could
contact me again so that my address book
can be put in order.
Fortunately the photos & documents
were saved in time.
Thanks
Denyse

The opening of the line, can you spot any
current members?
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